LESSON # 21  (12-23-11) 
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James 2:23 . . . and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "and Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God.

This verse does not mean that Abraham received imputed righteousness when he offered up Isaac to God. It means that Abraham reached the potential that was inherent in accepting the gospel. 

When his faith was put to work, the implications of his original faith were wonderfully realized and Gen. 15:6 was in that way fulfilled. He was called the friend of God not because he believed the gospel, but because he fulfilled the potential inherent in the gospel to produce good works which qualified him to become a friend of God. 

Abraham did not acquire the faith to offer up Isaac to God over night. It took time and he had several failures on the way. He lied in Egypt to save his own life even after God had promised him a son. He also failed to wait for God to fulfill His promise when he had a son by Hagar, Gen. 16:2-4. 

But finally he came to the place where he trusted God, Gen. 22:5-8.  

Hebrews 11:17-19   By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;  18 it was he to whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED."  19 He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.
(NAS) James 2:24 . . . You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.

(KJV) James 2:24 . . . Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

(expanded) You see, a man is not justified only by faith, but he is also justified by works. 

                                                     [positionally]                                         [experientially]     

The point:   This DOES NOT say that a man is justified by FAITH + WORKS !  James is saying that there are 2 KINDS OF JUSTIFICATION !

"The key to understanding this is the Greek adverb “alone” or “only” (monon), which does not qualify (or modify) the word “faith”, since the form would then have been (mones). As an adverb, however, it modifies the verb “justified” implied in the second clause. * James is saying that a by-faith justification is not the only kind of justification there is. There is also a by-works justification. The former is before God; the latter type is before men." The Epistle of James, Zane C. Hodges, p.71

James is explaining that there are two justifications:

1. Justification before God by faith when we accept the gospel

2. Justification before man and God by works when we do good works under the filling of the H.S.

A person is justified before God for eternal salvation and justified before man for rewards. The idea that there is one justification is false. The allegation that a person is justified before God by faith plus works is a damnable lie and cannot be found anywhere in the Bible.

LESSON #22  (12-27-11)
James 2:25 . . . In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?

Rahab’s faith in the Israelite God motivated her to receive the Israelite spies and protect them from the king’s soldiers. She did this after she had already been saved. This certainly does not say that Rahab was justified by faith plus her works. 

No doubt James chose Rahab as an example because she is a perfect example of a person whose physical life was “saved” precisely because she had good works. Rahab is mentioned in the Heroes Chapter of Hebrews:

Hebrews 11:31 . . . By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.

Both James and the writer of Hebrews emphasize Rahab’s works:
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The writer of Hebrews emphasizes how she welcomed the spies in peace.

James emphasizes how she received the messengers and sent them out another way

She put her life on the line by protecting the spies. In so doing, she proved that she was a friend of God because she was a friend to God’s servants. She had an active living faith which triumphed over the sinful inclinations of her past. She and her family were alive after Jericho fell because her faith was alive. It produced works.

James 2:26 . . . For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.  

Just as the human spirit/soul keeps the human body alive, the spiritual momentum that produces good works is what keeps faith alive. 

No one can see the human spirit, but we know that it is there because the body is alive. We can't see spiritual momentum, but we know it's there because of the good works it produces. The human body is visible and so are good works. Both depend on a “spirit”.

Since the production of good works depend on one’s spiritual momentum, the question is, “What does spiritual momentum depend on?” It depends on positive volition towards God and His Word. No one can see positive volition but they can see it’s result. They see a believer who doesn’t miss a chance to take in Bible doctrine.
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LESSON #23  (12-29-11)
FAITH ALONE

Probably the biggest area of disagreement concerning the gospel is whether one is saved by faith alone or by faith plus something else. No issue is more important than this because where one will spend eternity depends on which side of this issue one supports.

John 5:24 . . . Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.


              
    









    GTGR,  38
Our Lord’s words are very clear. The way to obtain eternal life is through faith in Him alone. Notice that one passes from  [spiritual]  death to  [spiritual]  life the moment one believes the gospel. From that point, it is impossible for the believer to come under eternal judgment. Water baptism, confirmation, "repentence" of sins, inviting Christ into your heart, acknowledging Jesus as Lord, raising a hand, walking an isle, joining a church, turning your life over to Him, or any other work is never added as a requirement by the Lord in order to receive the gift of eternal life.
The guarantee our Lord makes is relevant to the very moment of faith. “He who hears . . . believes . . . has . . .” On the authority of Jesus, the believer can know he has eternal life at the very moment he believes in Him. The same thing holds true in other verses:

John 3:16 . . . For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:36 . . . He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

John 6:47 . . . Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.

If one is saved the moment he believes the gospel (and he is), then no works are required at all to be saved. But, some say that while it’s true no works are needed to secure salvation, they are needed to maintain salvation or it can be lost.

If such were true, then our Lord and the Apostle John misled people when they said that believing in the Son would secure eternal life for them. Those who tack on other requirements to faith in Christ alone for salvation make what Christ and John said sound incomplete and therefore misleading. 
“One cannot be said to have expressed saving faith if, while expressing faith in Jesus Christ for eternal life, he simultaneously has as the object of his faith additional competing interests. That is, if one believes that eternal life is gained by trusting Christ and doing good works; or by trusting Christ and being baptized etc. ; or if one expressly believes that faith in Christ is just one valid pathway among many to eternal life, then his faith is not in the proper object and thus is not saving faith. ”  Getting the Gospel Wrong, J.B. Hixson, p. 99
The thief on the cross was saved by believing in Christ. PERIOD !  Nothing else!  He wasn't able to get baptized, join a church, or do any good works. He didn't repent of his sins. He didn't turn his life over to Christ. The Apostle Paul would also be guilty of misleading people concerning the gospel because when the Philippian jailor asked, “What must I do to be saved?”, Paul mentioned nothing but simple belief.

Acts 16:31 . . . And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household."  

"In desperation, the Philippian jailor cried, 'What must I do to be saved?' Paul’s reply was simple: 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved' (Acts 16:31). The great apostle said nothing about baptism or sacraments, candles, incense, church attendance, reforming one’s life, or anything else being necessary or even helpful for salvation. From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible makes it clear that there is nothing a sinner can do, much less must do, to pay the infinite penalty required by God’s justice. One can and need only believe in Christ, who paid the penalty in full: 'It is finished' (John 19:30)!"  
"To attempt to do anything for one’s salvation beyond believing 'on the Lord Jesus Christ' is to deny that Christ paid the full penalty for sin on the cross and to reject God’s offer on that basis of forgiveness and eternal life as a free gift of His grace. Clearly, we can be saved only by faith in Christ."   The Berean Call, Dave Hunt, 6'04
If salvation can be lost if one does not work to maintain it, then eternal life is not eternal. How  could it be if it can be lost? It would have to be called “temporary life” not “eternal life”. 


              
    









    GTGR,  39
Does it sound reasonable that God would pay the infinite price of becoming a man and going to the cross to pay for our sins and then expect us to maintain that salvation by our works? If it is impossible for us to be good enough to obtain salvation, how can we be good enough to maintain salvation? 

Paul was so bold as to say that if one could be good enough to secure salvation by works like keeping the Law, which is impossible to do by the way, then Christ went to the cross for nothing.

Galatians 2:21 . . . I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law  [works],  then Christ died needlessly.
"Ask any Roman Catholic, 'Do you believe in Jesus Christ?' and he will answer, 'Of course.' Is this man therefore saved? The real question is, 'Where is your hope?' Are you depending upon Christ and what He has done at Calvary alone, or is your hope in penances performed, masses, baptism and so forth? This is not faith in Christ and His work; this is faith in your own works, faithfulness to church, and therefore cannot save! 

"The gospel is the good news. It is not a new set of obligations or duties to be performed—new strivings—more agonizings—but rather an announcement of what has been done for us. We do not present the claims of the gospel. We present a wonderful free offer by God Himself to the sinner who believes. To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:19)."  Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 12. 1999 (1) (71). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
Ephesians 2:8-9 . . .  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is THE GIFT OF GOD;  9) not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

Romans 6:23 . . . For the wages of sin is death, but THE FREE GIFT OF GOD is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Clearly the Bible says that salvation's eternal life is the gift of God. 

GIFT: (noun) Something voluntarily transferred by one person to another without compensation [payment]. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, (10th ed.).
By definition, a gift is something freely accepted without any payment due. If any work is required to receive something, then how can a gift be considered anything but payment or compensation? What does an employee receive at the end of the week for the work he has done? A “paycheck” or a “gift”?

What would happen if a young boy received a new bicycle for his birthday from his parents and they said, “Happy birthday son. Now here is the bill you owe us of $89.75 !"?  Of course the parents would never do that because they freely gave the bicycle as a gift and nothing is expected in return. This is easy to understand, so why do so many people think work is necessary for salvation when the Bible calls it a gift?

Paul puts it this way:

Romans 11:6 . . . But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.

Romans 4:4-6 . . . Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.  5) But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,  6) just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God reckons righteousness apart from works:
LESSON #24  (1-3-12)
Salvation can be a gift or it can be payment for work done, but it can't be both. It can't be a gift if it obligates the receiver. Since the Bible calls it a gift, works cannot be associated with it in any way whatsoever.

Titus 3:5 . . . He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit . . .
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Galatians 2:16 . . . nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.

How can anyone read that verse and still dogmatically claim that salvation must be obtained or maintained by works?  It is impossible to acquire eternal life by works. It can only be acquired as a gift from God through faith in Jesus Christ. It is also impossible to maintain eternal life by works. Anything that is eternal does not need maintenance !  Right?

Still, people come up with ways to insert works into God’s perfect plan of grace. Here is one wacky phrase someone came up with that sounds cute but makes no sense whatsoever and contradicts itself:

“We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.”

Countless people have used this phrase in order to make works a requirement of salvation. John Calvin put it this way:

“It is therefore faith alone which justifies, and yet the faith which justifies is not alone . . . Those who are justified by true faith prove their justification by obedience and good works, not by a bare and imaginary semblance of faith.” 
Institutes of the Christian Religion, Calvin  Translation Society, 1845-1846. III, xvi, 1
 “The reformers were attempting to be consistent with their doctrine that an individual is saved by grace through faith alone and yet, also hold that works must be the natural, inevitable, and often immediate, outworking in a saved person’s experience.” 
R.C. Sproul, Grace Unknown, (Grand Rapids, Mich. Baker Book House, 1997) 198.
"The cliché is contrary to the law of contradiction. 'The law of contradiction states, "Divine revelation involves intelligible sequences of information, not an incoherent and self-contradictory chaos. The fact is that whatever violates the law contradiction cannot be considered revelation . . . The God of biblical revelation is the God of reason, not ultimate irrationality; all He does is rational.” ' "   Carl Howard Henry, God, Revelation, and Authority, Waco Tx. 1:233

“Consistency is a negative test of truth; what is logically contradictory cannot be true. A denial of the law of contradiction would make truth and error equivalent; hence in effect, it destroys truth.”   ibid
When reduced to its most basic form, the phrase is saying that faith alone = faith not alone.

Unless faith is alone when it justifies, justification cannot reasonably be claimed to come by faith alone.

Faith and works are mutually exclusive. Faith is not of works and works are not of faith. One cannot be both justified by faith separated from works and at the same time be justified by faith connected to works. We are justified either by “faith alone” or “faith not alone” but not by both.

It is easy to see how someone would link verses in James with this cliché and come up with a works- based salvation. 

James 2:14 . . . What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?

James 2:24 . . . You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.

R.C. Sproul: “Those who possess saving faith necessarily, inevitably, and immediately begin to manifest the fruits of the faith which are works of obedience . . . Endurance in the faith is a condition for future salvation. Only those who endure in the faith will be saved in eternity.” 
Mac Arthur, et al. Justification by Faith Alone, 33

              
    









    GTGR,  41
“The cliché, ‘It is therefore faith alone which justifies, and yet the faith which justifies is not alone,’ lives or dies by James 2.”    Back to Faith, Fred R. Lybrand, Xulon Press, p. 108

There are also other passages used by some who allege works are necessary for eternal salvation: 

Titus 1:10-16 . . . For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision,  11) who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach, for the sake of sordid gain.  12) One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."  13) This testimony is true. For this cause, reprove them severely that they may be sound in the faith,  14) not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth.  15) To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.  16) They profess to know [v. rai] God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good deed.  
LESSON #25  (1-5-12)

Most commentaries argue that these passages are about people who only say they are believers but their behavior doesn't show it.  Many people think the following passage is talking about unbelievers because of their behavior:
Matthew 13:3-9 . . .  And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow;  4) and as he sowed, some seeds  [the gospel]  fell beside the road, and the birds [Satan/demons] came and ate them up  [unbelievers]. 5)  "And others fell upon the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil  [baby believers]. 6) "But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.  7) "And others fell among the thorns, and the thorns [MAS, distractions] came up and choked them out   [distracted believers]. 8) "And others fell on the good soil, and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty  [mature believers].  9) "He who has ears, let him hear."

Matthew 13:18-23 . . . "Hear then the parable of the sower.  19) "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it   [neg. vol.],  the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road [vs. 4].  20) "And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy;  21) yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away  [vs. 5-6].   22) "And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful  [vs. 7].  23) "And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty  [vs. 8]."

Some believe in “the perseverance of the saints”, a phrase used by those who adhere to reformed theology (Calvinists). They believe if a person is “truly” saved, he will persevere in good works and if he doesn't, he isn't “truly” saved. This same ideology is embraced by the Church of Christ and others who believe eternal salvation can be lost if one fails to persevere.

The difference between the two is that the Church of Christ says a believer who doesn't persevere can lose his salvation, whereas the Calvinist thinks if a believer fails to persevere, he was never really saved to begin with.
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If being born again guarantees we'll produce good works, then all the commands and exhortations to produce them would be unnecessary. There would be no warnings of divine discipline for not producing works  [like James]  and no warnings of divine discipline for indulging in sin.  Do we find such warnings in the Bible?  Absolutely!

Titus 3:14 . . .  And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, that they may not be unfruitful.  [According to this, Christians must learn to engage in good deeds, otherwise, they will be unfruitful]

2 Peter 1:8-9 . . . For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9) For he who lacks  [v. pai]  these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.  [Christians can be useless, unfruitful, blind, and short-sighted.]
Romans 6:1-2  What shall we say then? Are we to continue [v. pas] in sin that grace might increase?  2) May [v. amo] it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?

Romans 6:4  . . . so we too might walk  [v. aas]  in newness of life  [This is only a potential].
Romans 6:6  . . . that we should no longer be  [inf. pa]  slaves to sin  [This is a possibility].
Romans 6:12  . . . Therefore do not let sin reign  [v. pam]  in your mortal body that you should obey [inf. pa] its lusts  [Sin can keep on reigning in a believer’s life].
Romans 6:13  . . . do not go on presenting [v. pam] the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness;

Romans 8:12-13 . . . So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh  13) for if  [1st class, an assumption based on reality]  you are living according to the flesh, you must die  [SUD];  but if  [1st class, an assumption based on reality]  by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live  [v. fmi, supper grace life of the mature believer]. 14) For all  [of the mature believers] who are being led  [v. ppi, learning B.D.] by the Spirit of God, these are sons [HUIOS,  adult sons] of God. 

Evidently, believers are able to live according to the flesh, under the influence of their Old Sin Nature [OSN], to the point where they are in danger of the most severe divine discipline which is a premature physical death. There would be no such thing as the Sin Unto Death [SUD] if all “true” believers automatically persevered in good works.

LESSON #26  (1-10-12)

Romans 12:1-2 . . . I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual  [reasonable]  service of worship. 2) And do not be conformed  [v. ppm, stop being conformed]  to this world, but be transformed  [v. ppm]  by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is. 
Why did Paul feel the need to urge his brethren to present their bodies as a holy sacrifice to God? Wouldn’t they be doing that automatically if they were “truly” saved? Why command them to stop being conformed to this world? That wouldn’t even be a possibility if they were “truly” saved would it?

Why command them to be transformed and renewed in their mind so that they could prove what the will of God is? Wouldn’t they be doing that automatically if all “true” believers persevere in good works?

Of course Paul knew that his brethren needed encouragement and instructions to keep from being conformed to this world.  Believers who do not have their minds renewed and transformed by the consistent intake of doctrine do not persevere in good works. They are unfruitful and do not prove what the will of God is by what they say or by what they do.

1 Corinthians 3:1-4 . . . And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men   [believers filled with the H.S.],  but as to men of flesh  [carnal believers],  as to babes  [spiritual babies]  in Christ.  2) I gave you milk to drink  [basic doctrine], not solid food  [advanced doctrines];  for you were not yet able to receive it  [they weren’t interested]. 
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Indeed, even now you are not yet able   [they continued to be distracted],  3) for you are still fleshly   [influenced by your OSN].  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly   [carnal, producing only human good and sin], and are you not walking like mere men   [unbelievers]?
Believers who are not interested in learning doctrine and growing spiritually behave just like unbelievers. Paul mentions just two of the many mental attitude sins that are common to both unbelievers and carnal believers. Those who believe it takes “true faith” to persevere in good works must conclude that Paul is addressing unbelievers here. But he calls them “brethren” and “babes in Christ”. Certainly those terms are used exclusively for believers. 

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 . . . I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people  [within the church];   10) I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world  [unbelievers], or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.  11) But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called  [part. pp; called by name, NKJV, named a brother]  brother if he should be  [v. pas]  an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler, not even to eat with such a one  [believer].  12) For what have I to do with judging outsiders  [those outside the church, unbelievers]?  Do you not judge those who are within the church  [believers]?  13) But those who are outside  [unbelievers], God judges. Remove the wicked man  [believer] from among yourselves.

Believers must associate or mix with unbelievers on a regular basis at work, school, in public places, etc.  Paul says that the only way to not associate with unbelievers is to “go out of the world”. 
However, believers are called upon to separate from other believers who are idolaters, drunkards, swindlers, immoral, covetous, or swindlers. According to the belief that salvation must be maintained by good works, people guilty of such sins would lose their salvation. Others like the Calvinists would claim that they professed faith but did not possess “true” saving faith. 

Can true believers be wicked? The man Paul directed the Romans to separate from was described as a wicked man though he was a believer. He was eventually allowed back into the fellowship of the church after he acknowledged his sin. 

1 Corinthians 6:18 . . . Flee [v. pam] fornication.  Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but he who commits fornication, sins against his own body.

Why command believers to keep on fleeing from fornication if they automatically persevere in good works? Some respond by saying that believers may temporarily fall into sin but will surely repent and start producing good works again. 

So their definition of persevering would not be continuous but would be sporadic, persevering some of the time and not persevering the rest of the time. How long would one be allowed to stop persevering before he would no longer be considered a true believer?  How long can one stop persevering before he loses his salvation? Where in the Bible would one go to find these answers?

You would expect to find answers to these questions if persevering were necessary in order to keep or substantiate salvation. But these answers can't be found. Such questions are not relevant to salvation because perseverance has nothing to do with being born again or justified before God in a moment of time. That takes faith only in Christ and NOTHING ELSE !  However, perseverance has everything to do with growing to spiritual maturity through experiential sanctification resulting in blessings and rewards. Perseverance takes place after one is permanently, eternally, saved.

Perseverance has nothing to do with the “top circle” because everything in it is accomplished by God and is eternal. Perseverance is pertinent to the “bottom circle” only where the believer’s volition, obedience, and faithfulness are the issue.  (See the new Visual:  Circles 2) 
LESSON #27  (1-12-12)   
(See the new Visual:  Circles 2)
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FAITH + WORKS OBEDIENCE  for Salvation?
Many people who analyze the behavior of a professing Christian for obedience to determine the validity of his salvation. They usually claim that if his behavior doesn’t meet the standard they believe must be met to be a true Christian, then his faith is deficient. 

They have made several mistakes in their analysis:

    1)  The only standard God set for anyone to become a Christian is "faith alone in Christ alone".

    2)  Any other standard would require works which would remove the need for grace.

    3)  Believers continue to sin after salvation and sometimes cannot be distinguished from unbelievers.

    4)  Some unbelievers have exemplary behavior while others have disgusting behavior.

    5)  They don’t take into consideration how believers vacillate between Spirituality and Carnality.  

a. Carnal believers grieve, Eph. 4:30, and quench, 1 Thess. 5:19, the HS when they sin.

           b. Spiritual believers acknowledge their sins, 1 John 1:9, to regain the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c. Those who are not aware of this spiritual process or believers who fluctuate between spirituality and carnality, believe that one’s behavior at any given time determines where they will spend eternity.
6)  They fail to see that believers, “are kept by the power of God”, 1 Pet. 1:5, not by their own power. What does this mean? You are kept in Christ irrevocably, but you can give power to the OSN in the bottom circle.
    7)  They underestimate the potential of the OSN in the lives of believers.
    8)  They fail to make proper distinctions between Positional and Experiential aspects of the spiritual life.

They fail to consider that what makes faith deficient or unable to save is its inaccurate content, not the qualitative nature of the faith itself. A faith that has any object other than the Lord Jesus Christ is not an accurate faith and cannot save. However, any faith in which the object is Him is accurate and is saving. What makes a faith deficient or sufficient is its object, not the faith itself.

Those who try to make the quality of faith, or the quantity of faith, the issue in salvation ignore the true issue which is Christ. Salvation cannot be a gift if the faith required to receive it must meet an unspecified standard. The only standard the Bible specifies for faith is that its object must be the Lord Jesus Christ.

The way many try to determine if someone's faith is real or saving is to look for his obedience. They say that if his faith is true, he will be obedient. 

“Faith is not complete unless it is obedient . . . The real believer will obey . . . A concept of faith that excludes obedience corrupts the message of salvation . . . Clearly, the biblical concept of faith is inseparable from obedience . . . Obedience is the inevitable manifestation of true faith.”  John Mac Arthur, The Gospel According to Jesus: What Does Jesus Mean When He Says “Follow Me”? 173-175

LESSON #28  (1-17-12)

Some say that one can claim he is a believer yet not really be saved if he doesn’t meet the “behavioral standards required to be a true believer” i.e. if he doesn’t persevere or endure. Where can one find these required standards? 

They are in the minds of misguided and confused souls, but they certainly are not found in the Bible. Of course this is not to say that there are no standards given in the Bible for believers because there are. However, they apply to post-salvation living, not to the acquisition of salvation itself which is acquired by faith alone in Christ alone.

Such mistakenly that a behavioral standard for eternal salvation is given in the following verses:

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 . .  Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10) nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
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Galatians 5:19-21 . . . Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20) idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21) envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

If the behavior listed above would keep someone out of the kingdom of God or heaven, then there would be few, if any, who would make it there. 

First of all, we know that these sins cannot keep us out of the kingdom of God because Christ paid for them on the cross. 

2 Corinthians 5:19 . . . God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

1 John 2:2 . . . and He Himself [Jesus Christ] is the propitiation [the One who satisfied God’s justice against us] for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

Notice that 1 Cor. 6:10 and Gal. 5:21 do not say that those who practice such things will not inhabit the kingdom of God, they say those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. There is a big difference between inhabiting and inheriting.

All believers will inhabit heaven but only the “metochoi”, the ones who are spiritually mature will inhabit heaven. Inheritors will have rights and privileges that inhabitors will not have. Believers who practice such sins will inhabit the kingdom of God, but they forfeit the inheriting rights and privileges that could have been theirs.  

Most people are not aware of these verses but they have already made up a behavioral standard in their own mind that they believe must be adhered to in order to maintain salvation. They believe if their standards are not met by professing Christians is because they have a “head belief” and not a “heart belief”.  Of course, no such distinction is found in the Bible. Neither are there any behavioral standards one must adhere to outlined in the Bible in order to prove he or she is truly saved. 

Linking obedience with faith regarding salvation makes obedience or good works the issue for validating eternal salvation and makes them and thier good works instrumental in securing their eternal life. How can “true” faith be manifested in perseverance in works and yet allow for periods of carnality? How can anyone know for sure he is saved at any given point in time? When he is carnal, he is not persevering, so no one can meet the criteria for authenticating “true” faith or persevering unless they are sinless.

Of course there are many who profess to be Christians who are not. However, the reason they are not Christians is because they believe a false gospel. They are not saved because of how they act, whether their behavior is good or bad. Immoral conduct is no more a guarantee one is unsaved than moral conduct is a guarantee one is saved. Hell will be full of good moral people who rejected the gospel.

There are some well known Bible teachers who still insist on connecting “true” faith with obedience.

“Is it enough to know and understand and assent to the facts of the gospel – even holding the “inward conviction” that these truths apply to me personally – and yet never shun sin or submit to the Lord Jesus? Is a person who holds that kind of belief guaranteed eternal life? Does such a hope constitute faith in the sense in which Scripture uses the term? James expressly teaches that it does not. Real faith, he says will produce righteous behavior. And the true character of saving faith may be examined in light of the believer’s works.” John F. MacArthur, Faith According to the Apostle James, JETS 33, no. 1 (March 1990) 16.
“But if “good works” (activities of serving God and others) do not follow from our profession of faith, we are as yet believing only from the head, not from the heart: in other words, justifying 
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faith is not yet ours. The truth is that, though we are justified by faith alone, the faith that justifies is never alone. It produces fruit . . .” 
J.I. Packer, Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs, (Tyndale House, 1993) p. 160

Romans 3:28 . . . For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law  [obedience].

Whatever saving faith is, it certainly does not include in its scope the very thing that is its opposite which is works of obedience. Faith is the opposite of works of obedience, obedience to the law, and only the most twisted, distorted logic would claim that while faith is apart from works of obedience, it also includes works of obedience.

Romans 3:28 pertains to eternal salvation or being justified before God. Salvivfic faith does not  apply to our post-salvation experience of being justified before man by our works. Faith and works are related to each other  AFTER  SALVATION. That is what James 2 is all about.

It is imperative to remember that there are two types of justification. We are justified positionally before God by faith alone. We are justified experientially before man by works. It is not until AFTER positional justification by faith that works enter into the picture.

LESSON #29  (1-19-12)

REPENTENCE OF SINS  for Salvation?
Some claim that faith in Christ is not enough but one must also repent of his sins to be saved. Is that true? Must one REPENT, confess his/her sins in order to be saved?  Some believe so.

Michael P. Andrus said the following:

“The issue here is that when one turns to something, he must at the same time turn from something else . . . The New Testament term for this turning away is repentance. It means not just remorse, but a turning around so that one goes in an entirely different direction . . . Since we cannot read other people’s hearts and discern their true status (saved or lost) before God, we need to help them measure themselves by  God’s standard to see if they are in the faith . . . 
I suggest that six months of turning from sin and fruit-bearing for Christ may be appropriate evidence of genuineness.”  Michael P. Andrus, “Turning to God: Conversion Beyond Mere Religious Preference” in Telling the Truth: Evangelizing Postmoderns, D.A. Carson, 159-161

There are other leading evangelicals who insist that repentance of sins is necessary for salvation.

“We must respond to this Good News by repenting of our sins and believing the Gospel if we would be forgiven by God, reconciled to Him, and saved from the wrath to come. And when sharing the gospel it is important to make sure people know that they must persevere in a lifestyle of repentance . . . “ Mark Dever & Paul Alexander, The Deliberate Church: Building Your Ministry

 on the Gospel, (Crossway Books, '05) p. 44
It is true that “repentance”, METANOEO, meaning a change of mind, takes place when one accepts the gospel. BUT, it is changing one's mind about Christ, not about sins, that is necessary for eternal salvation. 

A believer may strive to resist temptation and avoid sin, but all believers continue to sin after they are born again. We sin because we like to sin. It is our nature to sin. Our sins may become more obvious to us and we may strive harder to resist, but the point is, we don’t change our minds about sin. If we did, we would no longer sin.

Many would agree that the Gospel of John is the most descriptive N.T. book in telling unbelievers how to be saved. Yet this gospel does not use the words "repent" or "repentance" one single time. If repentance is a necessary part of being saved, why can’t we find it in the Gospel of John? 

LESSON #30  (1-24-12) 
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Someone may say, “Oh yea, well what about Acts 2:38?" 


Acts 2:38 . . . and Peter said to them, "[Ya'll]  Repent [v.aam, 2nd person plural, "ya'll"],  (and let each of you be baptized [v.apm, 3rd person singular, "he, she, it"] in the name of Jesus Christ)  for the  forgiveness of your sins; and you [Ya'll]  shall receive [v.fmi, 2nd person plural, "ya'll] the gift of the Holy Spirit.

There is a grammatical change right in the middle of this sentence that would make the sentence incorrect grammatically, so we must treat it as a syntactical break or parenthesis like it was a spur of the moment thought Luke threw in for individual people to remember, 3rd person singular, "he, she, or it", "each of you".  Therefore, it is not a part of the rest of the sentence that was being directed to the entire group, 2nd person plural, "ya'll".  So we must conclude that water baptism is not being added to changing one's mind about Christ as a condition for forgiveness or receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Water baptism has nothing to do with repenting about Jesus Christ for salvation.

Do we need to repent to be saved since repentance is implicit in believing the gospel? No, because when anyone receives Jesus Christ, they are in fact repenting through a total change of mind about Him. God knows the heart and knows when they are coming to Christ even without it being articu-lated. So nothing even be said !

It is true that “repent” is found in other verses in the N.T. 
Used by Paul, “repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,” Acts 20:21; Jesus said, “I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,” Mtt. 9:13; 
Mark and  the disciples when first sent out by Jesus, “preached that men should repent,” Mk 6:12; Luke and the early church rejoiced when they "realized that God had to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life,” Acts 11:18. 
Jesus did not mention repentance when He gave the gospel to Nicodemus, or to the woman at the well, or to the blind men, or to Zacchaeus . . .

Paul did not mention repentance when he explained the gospel in 1 Cor. 15:1-4.
"James 2:19 . . . 'You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!'  The type of belief demons have can be compared to the intellectual assent made by those who 'believe' in Jesus only in the fact that He exists. Many unbelievers say, 'I believe in God,' or 'I believe in Jesus,' or perhaps some might say, 'I prayed a prayer 
and the preacher said I was saved.' The problem is in the understanding of the word believe. With true salvation comes genuine repentance and real life change. Second Corinthians 5:17 tells us that when we are in Christ, we are a 'new creation.' Is it possible that the new person Christ creates is one who continues to walk in the carnality of the flesh? It is not." 

Got Questions Ministries.'10.  Bible Questions Answered.
CONFESSING JESUS AS LORD for Salvation?  Is it commanded or necessary? 
Romans 10:8-9 . . . But what does it  [Deut. 30:14]  say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart "  [Deut. 6:4, The Great Shama], that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,  9) that if 3rd you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord  [submit],  and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved  [delivered physically from being dispersed, 70 A.D.].

Deut. 6:4  THE GREAT SHAMA;  Jews dared not say YAHWEH, God, so they said ADONAI, Lord.

SHAMA  YISHRAEL . . . . .
Hear, O'Israel

ADONAI  ELOHEYNEW . .
The Lord (J.C.) is our God !

ADONAI  ECHAD . . . . . . .
The Lord (J.C.) is One (UNIQUE) !
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It's right in your mouth. You are always saying it in your worship ceremonies. NOW  BELIEVE  IT !

There are 2 things the Jews need to do to be delivered from their woes, and they're true for us today: 

1) Believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Messiah 

2) Submit to His Lordship by obeying Him

Romans 10:10 . . . for with the heart man believes [the gospel], resulting in  [imputed] righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses [submits], resulting in salvation  [deliverance as a nation physically from being dispersed, 70 A.D.].  

11) For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him  [for eternal salvation and deliverance] will not be disappointed  [ashamed or put to shame]."  

12) For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him  [believers call upon Him];  

13) for "Whoever will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved  [delivered physically with the nation]."
Change your mind about Christ.








